BIAS IN WRITING
Sometimes, an author’s writing will be influenced by personal feelings about the subject.  In other words, how the author feels about something will affect how he or she writes. In order to judge the truthfulness or accuracy of a passage, the reader must be able to evaluate how the author’s emotions have shaped the way the author writes.

Some types of writing, such as news reporting, are supposed to be objective. That means the author should not let his or her feelings about the subject show. When a writer can’t hide these feelings, or lets them affect the writing, this is called bias. 

How to recognize bias: 

· Watch for loaded words: Words that have strong emotions behind them are called loaded words. They are usually negative. 

· Watch for stereotypes: Stereotypes label all members of a group as being the same and does not take individual differences into account. This often results in prejudice. 

· Watch for one-sided arguments: This happens when writers present only one side of the situation. 

Look at the following examples and decide what kind of bias the writer is showing.

	Statement
	Type of Bias
	Clue

	Crazy skateboarders are a menace to pedestrians. 
	
	

	Trees should never be cut down because it hurts the environment. 
	
	

	Senator Jones’ position on taxes is stupid.

 
	
	

	Finding a cure for hangnails is the most important task in the history of humankind.
	
	

	The government of the United States is divided into three branches: the executive, the legislative, and the judicial. 
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	Statement
	Type of Bias
	Clue

	  Crazy skateboarders are a    menace to pedestrians. 
	
	

	 Trees should never be cut down     Because it hurts the environment. 
	
	

	Senator Jones’ position on taxes 

  is stupid
 
	
	

	  Finding a cure for hangnails is 

  the most important task in the history of humankind.
	
	

	The government of the United States is divided into three 

  branches: the executive, the 

  legislative, and the judicial. 
	
	

	  Little children are difficult to 

  handle 
	
	

	  People who don’t have pets are 

  not very friendly. 
	
	

	Although there is conflicting evidence, Roger Smith is guilty of this crime. 
	
	


